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Pave paradise?
No, ditch the parking lot

Planning expert Donald Shoup offers a novel solution to places
damaged by foo much parking.

FHILIF LANGDOMN

Fnr years urbanists have tried a wide assortment of tactics to reduce the damage
that parking inflicts on communities. Now comes UCLA urban planning pro-
fessor Donald C. Shoup with a radical, vet carefully argued prescription: Govern-
ments should stop requiring off-street pdl’LlI"lh In The High Cast of Free Parking,
Shoup systematically attacks ingrained ideas that have prevented urbanists from
asking the most basic question of all: Why should governments require parking
other than on the streets?

“Few people now recognize pa rkmg requirements as a disaster because the costs
are hidden and the harm is diffused,” Shoup says in the 734-page, $59.95 hard-
cover from APA Planners Press. He contends that “parking requirements cause
great harm: they subsidize cars, distort transportation choices, warp urban form,
increase housing costs, burden low-income househelds, debase urban design, dam-
age the economy, and degrade the environument.” His verdict: "Off-street parking
requirements have all the hallmarks of a great planning disaster.”

A Yale-trained economist and former director of the Institute of Transportation
Studies at UCLA, Shoup says the longstanding municipal practice of assigning
parking requirements is nonsense, “Urban planners set minimum parking require-
ments for every land use, but the requirements often seem pulled out of thin air or
based on studies that are poorly conceived,” he says. “In turn, these faulty stan-
dards and policies are perpetuated as they are copied from one city to the next.”

CONTIMUED ON PAGE 3

A church terminates a square in the town center of Acadia Plantation, a new town under
construction in Lovisiana. See page G for an article on religious buildings in new urban
communities. For a story on traditional neighborhood dnvetnpmanls in Louisiana, see pape 8.

New urbanists

design town
for deat

ROBERT STEUTEVILLE

Onc af the baldest new urban visions
to date was created in late hMarch
for a field in South Dakota that would
not ordinarily be a candidate for large-
scale development. But this is no ordi-
nary project.

Laurent, a town designed for the
hearing-impaired and Em'sigu language
users, may be the first community of its
type anywhere. It also may become the
first new urban community incorpo-
rated as a bown. Another unusual aspect
of Laurent is its Interstate highway ori-
entation.

Mamed after French educator
Laurent Clerc, who pioneered sign lan-
guage in the US in 1816, the town is
planned at an Interstate 90 interchange
30 miles west of Sioux Falls, The $100
million project is slated to break ground
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merce back to the core.

B Bethlehem Township, Pennsylvania, recently adopted
comprehensive plan and zoning amendments that will allow
a town center, a traditional neighborhood development
(TNL), and a hospital district influenced by smart growth
principles to move forward. The amendments include a town
center district, a mixed-use overlay, and a commercial en-
hancement overlay on parcels that were mostly zoned for con-
ventional commercial or light-industrial / office uses.

While not a form-based code per se, the amended zoning
ordinance contains language and design guidelines that sup-
port New Urbanism. Thomas Comitta Associates drafted the
amendments with Calthorpe Associates, which is creating the
plan for the 150-acre town center. The developers are Forest
City of Cleveland, Ohio, and Bayer Properties of Birming-
ham, Alabama. The TND was designed by Martin Architec-
tural Group for developer Wagner Enterprises. Bethlehem
Township is a suburban and rural municipality of 21,000 resi-
dents east of the City of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.

B The City of Miramar, Florida, approved final agreements
necessary for Rockefeller Group Development Corporation
and Kimco Developers to begin construction of the private
development phase of the 54-acre Miramar Town Center.
Flanned by Torti Gallas & Partners of Silver Spring, Mary-

TORTI EALLAS & PEATNERS

4 Miramar town
center plan

land, the project includes 500 units, 115,000 square feet of com-
mercial space, and civic buildings. The city, which purchased
the land in 2001, has already built an attractive municipal
building in the center.

B As residential construction moves closer to urban rail
lines, bridges, and freeway ramps, developers are increas-
ingly using sound-muffling windows and other techniques
ko kE:—:p noise out of new huu:iing. A window wall for a 60-
story condo tower next to a San Francisco bus terminal will
have two panes, one slightly thicker than the conventional
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Urban Designers/Archilecis/Project Managers

Looney Ricks Kiss Architects, an award-winning New
Lirbanist firm, is racruiting all lavels of planners, ar-
chitects and landscape architects Lo join their plan-
ning and architecturs t2ams in Princeton, NJ, Calgbra-
tion, FL, Mashwille, TN and Memphis, TH, Tha firm
offers complete planning and design services for
THOs, Transit-Crignted Development, redevelopmenty
infill, doventown revitalization, design guidelines, and
mixed-use development. Our integrated planning and
architectural practice is foundad on placemaking prin-
ciples that are visionary, marketable and buildable,

Successiul candidates will demonstrate knowledge
of time-lested planning and architecture, the abiliby
1o communicate design ideas through drawing, and
the ability to communicate site plans and urban de-
sign concepts using various illestration technigues,

Qualified candidates will have a design degree in
architecture, landscape architeciure, or urban design.
Proficiency in Adobe Photoshop, Pagelaker, and
Hlustrator, and AutoCaD 2000+ znd 3D visualization
i desirahle.

This entrapreneurial firm offers competitive sala-
rigs, bonuses and benefits with growth and owner-
ship opportunities. Respond to Krysten Bernal, fax
[360) G97-3744, email krystan@acjoh.com or visit
weaw.aejob.com.

Seeking architects and planners

Shook kelley, a successful and award-winning ar-
chitectural and planning practice working nationally
and internationally with offices in Charlotte and Los
Angales iz seeking architects and plannars skilled
in all aspects of planning and design, including but
not limited to: Architecture; Tradilional town plan-
ning; Urban planning; Mixed-use design.

Chosen candidates for planning and design will
possess strong graphic and drawing skills and be
well-versed in the principles of New Urbanism and
traditional town planning. Candidates for architec-
fure must have the ability to generate creative and
fgasible architectural solutions for many building
tvpes, understand the three-dimensional aspects of
planning and be familiar with current trends in real
estate, building typologiss, development and plan-
ning issues.

Candidates will have a design degree in architac-
ture, landscape architecture, andfor urban design.
Proficiency in Adobe Hlustrator, Photoshop,
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YWectorwarks, Sketch Up and similar programs is
tlasirable. Prasentation skills and the ability to travel
pariodically are required.

Shook Kelley offers competitive salarics (com-
mansurate with experience), benefits, and excel-
lent growth opportunities. Please submil resume
and paortfolio samples for initial consideration to:
Stacy Barbour 704/377-0661 (stacybarbourd
shookkelleycom). Far mora information:
werw. shookkellay.com
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